THE THOMAS WOODSON FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS


The Thomas Woodson Family Association, Inc. is established to promote a closer relationship among the descendants of Thomas and Jemima; to encourage scholastic research into the life and times of past Woodsons; and to enrich the Woodson heritage for future Woodsons.

I
NAME


The name of the organization shall be The Thomas Woodson Family Association, Inc., hereafter referred to as the Association.

II
ORGANIZATION


The Association shall be composed of Regular Members, Family or Regional Groups, General Membership, a Board of Directors, an Executive Board, and other committees as may be formed from time to time.

III        OBJECTIVES AND PURPOSES
The Objectives and Purposes of the Association shall be:

1).  To create more opportunities for Woodsons to meet in kinship and nurture the family relationship:

2).  To enhance the possibility that more Woodson would enter into serious research efforts into the Woodson family history;

3).   To instill a greater sense of pride in the present generation of Woodsons; and

4).  To formulate and develop the institutions which may serve as the platform in pursuit of these and other goals as may be designated by the General Membership.

IV. MEMBERSHIP

A.  Membership as regular Members in the Association shall be open to the direct descendant of Sally Hemings, their spouse and children.  Regular category of membership shall be of two types:  Regular Voting and Regular Non-Voting.  Regular Voting are those members and their spouses, in good-standing, in whose name the membership is recorded.  All other regular members (i.e. children of the above) are Regular Non-Voting members.

B.  Members must choose to be affiliated with one of the family or Regional Groups, as approved by the General Membership.

C.  Other categories of membership may be offered from time to time under special or exceptional condition a recommended by the Board of Directors and approved by the General Membership
V.

VOTING RIGHTS


A.
Each Regular Voting member shall have one vote on each and every 




matter placed before the General Membership


B.
Other categories of membership shall have no vote on any matter.

VI.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
A.  The Regular Voting membership of the Association shall constitute its General Membership.

B. Other General Membership constitutes the supreme governing body of the Association and all powers neither forbidden to it nor delegated elsewhere either by law or by this constitution and by laws are vested in it.  The General Membership shall act only at such meetings as are herein provided for.

VII. REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

A.
There shall be a regular meeting of the General Membership held once 
each  two years on even number years ,unless the General Membership provides 
otherwise.

B.
Special meetings may be convened upon the advice of the Board of 
Directors.

VIII. PLACE OF GENERAL MEMBERHIP MEETING

The General Membership shall, by majority vote, determine the year and place of said meeting.  Date within the year will be as determined by host region or family.

IX. QUORUM AT THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
A quorum for the conduct of all business at any meeting of the General Membership of the Association exists if the following conditions are met:


1).  All family or regional groups present in host city must be represented.

2).  One-third of regular members present in host city must be present.

X. VOTING AND PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR  
A .The vote of a Regular Voting member shall be cast at any meeting of the 
General Membership only in person or by a written proxy by another Regular 
member.

B.
Only Regular Voting members represented at the meeting by their presence or proxy will be counted in determining a quorum.



C.
The privilege of the floor including the right to participate indebted, (but 


not the right to make or second nominations and resolutions or to vote) may be 


extended to Regular Non-Voting members either by the presiding officer or by a 


majority vote of the Regular Voting members present.

XI. ORDER OF BUSINESS
A.  The General Membership shall set the order or business for regular 


meetings.  In the event that no such order of business be adopted, the Board of 

Directors shall, by resolution, set the order of business for all such meetings.

B. The Board of Directors shall by resolution, set the order of business for 
special meetings.

C.  In the event that no rule or procedure shall be adopted to cover any subject, 
Robert’s Rules of Parliamentary Procedure shall be controlling.

XII.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
A. The Board of Directors, also referred to as the Board, shall consist of;

1).
No more than two Directors, selected from Regular Voting members in good standing, from each of the family or regional groups for a total of twelve regional Directors.  Method of selection of the regional Directors is to be determined by each family or regional group.  The regional groups are as follows;



a.
Pennsylvania



b.
Texas



c.
Washington D.C.



d.
Ohio



e.
Minnesota



f.
West Coast and,

2).
In addition to the twelve Directors outlined above and at the discretion of the Board, the size of the Board may be increased by at-large Directors selected by the Board from the General Membership.

B. Each Director shall serve a term of two years from the date of his/her selection or until his/her successor is selected.

C. The regional Directors are the primary regional link to the Association and are responsible, inter alia, to ensure open communications between the Association and the regions and to convey the regional consensus to the Association.

XIII.
MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS



A.
Regular meetings of the Board will be held as follow:




1).
As soon as practicable following the adjournment of the regular 



meeting of the General Membership, and preferably at  the same place or
 




a place convenient thereto;




2).  At such time and place as the Board may, by resolution decide to



 meet; and




3).
Immediately before  or at such time as may be practicable before 



regular meeting of the General Membership and preferably at the same



 place or a place convenient thereto.



B.
Special meetings of the Board may be held at such time and place as may 



be designated by the President.



C.
Notice of the first regular meeting to be held following a regular General 



Membership meeting may be given orally or in writing any time before 



such meeting is convened.  Meeting announcements are made by or on 



authority of the President.  An oral announcement of the time and place of 



such meeting made at the regular General Membership meeting shall 



constitute sufficient notice.  Notice of all other meetings shall be given in 



writing at least twenty days in advance.

XIV.
POWERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS   


The Board of Directors shall exercise all powers not forbidden to it.  Its powers shall include all those necessary or proper for the effective functioning and operation of the Association and the pursuit of its objectives  and purposes.  The powers of the Board shall be literally construed.

XV.
QUORUM OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.



One-half of the Directors then holding office, shall constitute a quorum of the Board for any and all purposes at regular or special meetings.  A majority vote of those present shall be sufficient to carry all motions. The Board shall adopt such rules of conduct and order of business as it sees fit.

XVI.
OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION



A.
The Offices of the Association shall consist of a President, Vice-President, 

Secretary, and Treasurer, each of whom shall be elected by the Board of 



Directors from their own number to serve for a two year period.



B.
The Officers of the Association  shall constitute  the Executive Board of 


Directors.  The Executive Board shall operate under broad mandate from the 


Board of Directors to conduct the day-to-day Association business.



C.
each of the Officers of the Association shall have the powers and perform 


the functions customarily held and performed by person holding similar officers 


and such other powers and functions as may, from time to time, be vested in them 


by resolution of the Board of Directors or the General Membership.



D.
The Association shall have such other Officers as may be determined by 


the Board of Directors, who serve at the pleasure of the Board upon such terms


 and conditions as may be agreed.



E.
All Officers shall serve, unless they shall resign or be removed from


 office, until their successor has taken office.

XVII.
RESIGNATION OR REMOVAL OR OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS



A.
Any Officer or Director may resign by presenting a written resignation to 


the Board of Directors.



B.
Any Officer may be removed from office at any time by a two-thirds vote 


of the General Membership.



C.
If a vacancy shall occur in the office of the President, the Vice-President 


shall become President.  If there is no Vice-President, the vacancy shall be filled 


by majority vote of the Board of Directors.

XVIII.
DUES AND FEES


The Board of Directors will establish assessments, and from time to time set and adjust dues and initiation fees as may seem, in its discretion, fair and equitable.

XIX.
COMMITTEES



The Board of Directors may, from time to time, appoint such committees as it shall deem advisable, to serve at its pleasure  Such committees shall be of a size and composition determined by the Board of Directors.

XX.
PUBLICATIONS 


A.
The Association shall have an official journal to be known as “The 


Woodson Family Newsletter”.



B.
The Board of Directors is empowered to do all things necessary or proper 

for the publication of said journal.

XXI.
OFFICERS


The principal office of the Association shall be located in a Municipality and State designated by the President upon assuming office.   The President must obtain the advice and consent of the Board of Directors for his selection of the location of the principal office  The Corporation may also maintain offices at such other places as the Board of Directors may, from time to time, determine.

XXII.
AMENDMENTS


The power to alter or amend the Constitution and By-laws is reserved to the General Membership.  Two-thirds vote shall be necessary to pass such an amendment.
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